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Call to boost
LNG terminal
capacity

OUR SPECIA
CORRESPONDEN]

Caloutta: Supply disruptions
triggored by the ongoing
conflict In West Asla have re-
newed discussions on develaop-
Ing strategic Nquefied natural
gas (LNG) reserves in India,
with policymakers exploring
the possibility of expanding
storage capacity at existing
LNG Import terminals.
India’s total natural gas
consumption 1s estimated
at about 189 million metric
standard cubic metres per day
(mmscmd), of which around
87.5 mmscemd 1s produced do-
mestically. The ministry of pe-
troleum and natural gas said
on Tuesday that supplies of
about 47.4 mmscmd have been
affected due to force majeure
conditions.

To manage the immediate
situation, the government
Issued a natural gas control
order on March 9 to prioritise
supplies to eritical sectors.
It has also said that efforts
are underway to procure gas
through alternative suppliers
and shipping routes,

Offictals sald the current

‘geopolitical tensions have
‘highlighted the need for a
longer-term strategyv to 1m-

Caloutim B aition
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“This war has given an
opportunity for having stra-
teglc Stornge, and we are crit
(eally thinking about creating
such capacity In the country,
particularly at LNG terml-
“"Ih “'Fh[_lrp ;[["” ”lln”l HIUI'HHE
tanks can be added,” sald A K.
Twar, member (commercial)
at the Petroleum and Nat
ural Gas Regulatory Board
(PNGRB).

He added that the commer-
clal viability of such projects
would need to be examined
as LNG would have to be pro-
cured, stored and later sold.

Tiwari was in the city to
attend an event organised by
Bengal Gas Company Limited
as part of PNGRB's campalgn
t0 promote the use of natural
gas across household, trans-
portand industrial segments.

According to him, several
models could be considered
for creating strategic storage
capacity, including joint ven-
tures or public-private part-
nerships involving LNG ter-
minal operators.

Theldeahasalsobeen float-
ed In earller policy proposals.
In a draft circular issued in
October 2025, the of) ministry
proposed amendiments to LNG
terminal registration rules re-
qUIring operators to maineatn
a credible plan for storage ca-
pactty, Including an additional
10 per cent buffer that the gov-
érnment could access during
supply disruptions or price
shocks.
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