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Kolkata’s CNG pain to ease in 2 months: Min

Krishnendu Bandyopadhyay / Jul 23, 2024, 04 35 IS™ /> SHARE FOLLOW US (Ey |

Kclkzta: The CNG supoly to Kolkata is expected to
ease within two months, according to transport
minister Snekasis Chakrzborty. The govt has
reportedly made significant prograss in laying a
250m CNG pipelne in Galsi, which will facilitate an
urinterrupted supply to Kalyani. From there,
Bengal Gas Company Ltd (BGCL) will be acle to

supply 51 tonnes of gas to Kolkata daily.

“We have managed to register a breakthrough in

laying the CNG pipeline at Galsi.

\We expect 0 have the supply to Kalyani in two months. BGCL officials told us that it will facilitate them
to supply 51 tonnes of CNG to the city daily,” Chakraborty told TOI.

Currently, BGCL mianeyes W supply only 16 onnes of CNG o Lhe dily using caskels un Lucks, which
l=zaves a significant gap between demand and supply. Kalkata’'s CNG demand now stands at 51 tonnes.

By the end of this year, the CNG supply through thz pipeline can be expzacted, according to a senicr
state officizl.

Meanwhile, Chakraborty on Monday met representatives from app-cab zggregators such as Uber, Ola,

InCrive and Rapido, alorg with operator urions who requested the govt to establish fixed fares for the
berefit of both the riders as well the operators.

Howsaver, the transport department clarified to the operaters that the app-ceb mechanism cannot be
altered and that it cannot interferz in their system. "They provide a system which is extremely usefu

to riders. It is driven by market mechanisms,” the department stated.

Despite this, the transport minister urged the app cab aggregators to be more judicious in blocking the
registration of driver partners. The meeting reflects the govt's =ffort to balance market-driven services
with regulatory oversight to prctect the interasts of both consumers and cperators.
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Kolkata: Extended tax holiday for CNG, electric

vehicles

TNN | Jul 2,2024,12.45 PM IST

conduct.

KOLKATA: The state transport department has announced an
extension of tax holiday for two-wheeler and four-wheeler electric
vehicles (EVs) and all categories of CNG vehicles until March 31,
2025. The announcement, made by transport secretary Saumitra
Mohan, includes a one-time exemption from registration fees, tax,
and additional tax.

The notification emphasized that this tax exemption aims to
significantly encourage the use of clean-fuel vehicles. The
extended exemption is effective from April 1, 2024. The
announcement was delayed due to the election model code of

The earlier exemption period, from April 1, 2022, to March 31, 2024, offered complete exemption from registration
fees and financial incentives to boost the use of cleaner fuel in automobiles, which contribute to over 30% of the
city's ambient air pollution. The new notification states that vehicles registered from April 1, 2022, until the
issuance of this notification, can get an extension of tax validity for the days covered within the exemption period.
However, adjustment or refund of registration fees already paid is not allowed.

CNG is cleaner compared to petrol and diesel, reducing carbon monoxide emissions by approximately 80% and
hydrocarbons by 44%. Electric vehicles, on the other hand, emit no pollutant and generate no noise.

Gas pipeline for East delayed

New Delhi: The construc-
tion of the Z12,940-crore ‘Urja
Ganga’ gas pipeline, India’s
most ambitious project tak-
ing environment-friendly fuel
to eastern parts of the coun-
try, has been delayed by nine
months and will now be com-
pleted by March 2025, state-
owned GAIL (India) Ltd said.

The 3,306-kilometre
Jagdishpur-Haldia-Boka-
ro-Dhamra pipeline was orig-
inally targeted for completion
by June 2024.

But due to “delay in right
of use (RoU) availability”, the
completion schedule has been
revised “from June 2024 to
March 2025, GAIL said in a
stock exchange filing,

The bulk of the pipeline
has already been constructed,
and gas has started to flow in
most cities along the route.

GAILCALL

m Jagdishpur-Haldia-
Bokaro-Dhamra pipeline
delayed

m Originally scheduled for
June 2024

m Deadline extended to
March 2025

m Delay in ‘right of use’
permission

Traditionally, natural gas
was available for use as fuel
to generate electricity, make
fertiliser or turn into CNG and
cooking gas only in the west-
ern and northern parts of the
country, as pipelines taking
the fuel from source to users
werelimited to these parts.

In October 2016, work on
laying a pipeline from Jag-
dishpur in Uttar Pradesh to
Haldia in Bengal, Bokaro in
Jharkhand and Dhamra in
Odisha began.

The line was extended
to Guwahati in Assam from
Barauni in Bihar, a length of
726 km, to take the fuel to here-
to-unconnected states in the
eastern region.

The Jagdish-
pur-Haldia-Bokaro-Dhamra
Pipeline (JHBDPL), popular-
ly called the Pradhan Mantri
Urja Ganga pipeline, is to sup-
ply gas to the eastern states of
Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha and
Bengal.

GAIL, the firm executing
the pipeline, said its board of
directors in a meeting on June
28 approved the revision of the
completion schedule.

The completion schedule
for the 240-km Dhamra-Haldia
pipeline has also been revised
from June 2024 to March 2025,
it added.

The company on May 10,
2019, stated that it has com-
pleted awards of all major
contracts worth 10,500 crore
for pipeline supply and lay-
ing of the integrated 3400-
km Jagdishpur-Haldia and
Bokaro-Dhamra Natural
Gas Pipeline (JHBDPL) and
Barauni-Guwahati Pipeline
(BGPL) pipeline.

The government provided
40 per cent viability gap fund-
ing amounting to 5,176 crore
for execution of JHBDPL.

For the Barauni-Guwahati
pipeline, a 60 per cent viabili-
ty gap funding, amounting to
75,559 crore, has been provid-
ed by the government. pr11







