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Bengal toroll out dualfuel engine govt buses soon

SUBHENDU MAITI
KOLKATA, 27 JULY

The state transport department
forthefirsttimeis allset torun
threegovernmentbuses fitted
with compressed natural gas
(CNG) and dual fuel engines
respectively soon.

Two diesel-runbusesunder
the West Bengal Transport
Corporation (WBTC) under-
going structural changes at
WBTC Kasba depot for CNG
conversion process will hit
theroad while the other fleet
of the South Bengal State
Transport Corporation (SBSTC)
will also dual fuel enginewith-
in couple of weeks.

Thethreefleetswillbe ply-
ing throughdifferentroads in
the city ontrialbasisfirstand
then carty passengers afterget-
ting clearance from agencies

| » CNG burns cleaners as compared with traditional petrol
‘and diesel-run carsandbuses. It also drastically reduces
- emission levels of both carbon monoxide and hydro-

' carbons.
' »A dual fuel engine combined with 60 % diesel and 40
% CNG also enables to use clean burning.

»Both CNG and dual fuel kit are economically viable

| saving the fuel costs to the extent 25% to 30% forabus
operator.

authorized by the Centre.
CNG burns cleaners as com-
pared with traditional petrol
and diesel-run cars and buses.
It also drastically reduces
emission levels of both carbon
monoxideand hydrocarbons.

A dual fuel engine com-
bined with 60 percent diesel
and 40 percent CNG also
enables to use clean burning.

Both CNG and dual fuel kit
are economically viable sav-

ing the fuel cost between 25
to 30 percent for a bus oper-
ator. “After thesuccessful trial
run of the two buses con-
verted to CNG we will oper-
ate them to carry passengers.
CNG buses environment
friendly and economically
viableforoperators. Gradually,
morebuses will beconverted
toCNG-operated fleets. CNG
filling stations willcomeup at
depotsrun byourcorporation,”

said a senior WBTC official.
Sourcesatthe SBSTC saida pri-
vate automobile agency in
the city has been engaged to
install dual fuel kit worth
aboutRs1.50 lakh onabus from
the Belghoria depot under
thecorporation. “Thebus will
be converted to duel fuel
engine by the agency. We will
operate iton trialrun after the
conversion,” aSBSTC official
said.

“We welcome thealterna-
tive move but it should have
happened muchearlier. It will
take time tomake infrastruc-
ture arrangementslike setting
upof CNG filling stations for
conversion of both diesel-run
public and private buses. By
this time the private busoper-
ators and their staff will suf-
fer badly because of regular
financial loss we are facing

because of alarming rise in
petro prices amidst this pan-
demic,” said Rahul Chatterjee,
secretary of All Bengal Bus
MinibusSamannaway Sami-
ti. “The state government
shouldalso consider our addi-
tionalfinancial of aroundfive
lakh rupees required to con-
vert a diesel-run private bus
toadedicated CNG-operated
vehicle,” Chatterjee added.

CNG burns cleaners as
compared with traditional
petroland diesel-run carsand
buses. Italso drastically reduces
emission levels. A dual fuel
enginecombined with 60 per-
cent diesel and 40 percent
CNG alsoenables to use clean
burning.Both CNG and dual
fuelkitareeconomically viable
saving the fuel costs to the
extent 25 to 30 percent for a
bus operator.
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