New Town, Bypass homes
to get 1st shot at piped gas

Pipeline Along 'syppLY LIKELY IN 18 MONTHS

Kalyani Eway
May Be Laid
By Next Year
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Kolkata: The city is likely to
get piped compressed natural
gas (CNG)on alarger scale in
18 months from now. New
Town residents will be the
first to receive it, followed by
the residential areas off EM
Bypass, starting from Ching-
righata to Garia.

Bengal Gas, a joint ventu-
re between Greater Calcutta
Gas Supply and GAIL, hopes
to supply CNG to New Town
households in the next one-
and-a-half years. From New
Town, the supply line will
gradually be expanded to Ga-
ria via EM Bypass, Anupam
Mukhopadhyay, CEO of
Bengal Gas and executive di-
rector of GAIL, said at an
energy conclaveorganised by
Assocham in the city on Wed-
nesday.

“We hope to complete the

» Expected timeline; Supply
likely to reach city in the
next 18 months

> First beneficiaries: New
Town residents will be the
first to get the piped gas
> Next in line: The
supply will be

then extended to
residential areas off
EM Bypass, between
Chingrighata and Garia
» The link: A trunk
pipeline will be laid along
Kalyani Expressway up to

%

Barrackpore near Wireless
More within the next year

» New Town connect: By

the middle of next year, the
pipeline will reach New Town

— through Jessore Road via

Barasat
> Current stations:
Greater Kolkata
region has 15 CNG
stations which get
supply from Panagarh
> New spot: In the next 2
months, the supply will come
from Kalyani

laying of a trunk pipeline
alongKalyani Expressway up
toBarrackpore near Wireless
More within the next year
This pipeline will cover a 32
km distance, The pipeline is
already laid in a 7 km stretch
along the expressway. We ex-
pect that by the middle of
next year, the pipeline will re-
ach New Town through Jesso-
re Road via Barasat. The in-
ternal pipeline at New Town
is already ready. Once the
trunk pipeline reaches near
the Haldiram outlet, we will
be able to start the supply of

CNG in New Town,” Mukho-
padhyay told TOL.

As per plans, the pipeline
will be expanded further
from New Town. The laying
of the pipelineisalso comple-
ted in the stretch between
Chingrighata off EM Bypass
and Garia, according to Muk-
hopadhyay.

“We anticipate that we
may face challenges in exten-
ding the pipeline in the
stretch between Barasat and
Airport Gate No 1. We have
got a nod from PWD for the
work, but digging up the road

inthis congested area will be-
come a problem and require
permissions from other govt
bodies,” he said.

Currently, the Greater
Kolkata region has 15 CNG
stations which get supply
from Panagarh. “In the next
two months, the supply will
come from Kalyani,” Mukho-
padhyay asserted.

Addressing the conclave,
Barun Kumar Ray; additional
chief secretary. Department
of Non-Conventional and Re-
newable Energy Sources, sa-
id, “The state is working with
Bengal Gas to explore the op-
portunity of producing a lar-
ge amount of gas from bio-
waste.”

State minister Md Ghu-
lam Rabbani announced that
Bengal would boost 20% of its
total energy requirement
from renewable sources by
2030, and that the govt was
working on the solarisation
of agriculture pumps. “The
consumption of methane gas
has increased substantially
and itisexpected tonearly do-
ubletotouch 300 million stan-
dard cubic metres in the next
two to three years, compared
to the current 180 million
standard cubic metres,” said
Mukhopadhyay.

Piped gas
to reach
New Town by
March 2026

ASTAFF REPORTER

Calcutta: Bengal Gas Com-
pany Limited, a joint venture
of GAIL (India) Limited and
Bengal's Greater Calcutta Gas
Supply Corporation Limited,
hopes piped gas will reach
New Town by March 2026.
Bengal Gas has the man-
date to develop the city gas
distribution network in Cal-
cutta and adjoining districts
of North 24 Parganas, South 24
Parganas, Howrah, Hooghly
and Nadia catering to domes-
tic, transport, industrial and
commercial sectors.

The national gas grid,

which connects Bengal with
the rest of the country, has
already reached Gayeshpur,
near Kalyani, around 40 kilo-
metres from Rajarhat.

L Y
Anupam Mukhopadhyay in
Calcutta on Wednesday

Anupam Mukhopadhyay,
CEO, Bengal Gas Company,
said from Gayeshpur onwards,
it’s the company’s job to build
the rest of the infrastructure
and bring piped gas to Calcutta.

“A city gate station is under
construction and is expected to
be completed by March. We will
be able to charge our pipeline
at that point,” Mukhopadhyay
said. Just like substations man-
age the voltages for the supply
of electricity, the city gate sta-
tion will look to regulate the
pressureof supplied gas.

Mukhopadhyay said the
pipeline has been laid in patch-
es and two major stretches
along Kalyani Expressway to
Barrackpore and Barasat to
Airport — are yet to be covered.

“We are laying a pipeline
along Kalyani Expressway
and we are looking to reach up
to Barrackpore. It could take
at least six months. We can
do it quickly but we need per-
mission from the West Bengal
Highway Development Corpo-
ration. From there onwards
to Barasat, the pipeline is al-
ready laid. The pending patch-
es are along the Kalyvani Ex-
pressway and from Barasat to
the Airport. Once permissions
are made available, we hope
gas will reach New Town ina
year,” Mukhopadhyay said.

Bengal Gas is operating 15
CNG stations in and around
Calcutta and has laid 118 km
of steel pipeline and about 330
km of MDPE pipeline within
KMDA and Hidco area. The
project involves laying a pipe-
line of a total of 795km at an
investment of 35,322 crore.
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Kolkata city gas distribution network expands with

Press Trust of India| Kolkata
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GAIL (India) Ltd chairman and managing director Sandeep Kumar Gupta on Friday said
significant progress in the Kolkata city gas distribution network has been achieved with
pipelines now reaching the eastern metropolitan, paving the way for accelerated natural gas
adoption in the city and adjoining districts in near future.

The development comes after prolonged delays due to challenges in navigating fisheries-rich
districts of Midnapore, critical for pipeline routing for the Jagdishpur-Haldia-Bokaro-Dhamra
pipeline.

"The pipeline has reached Kolkata, so city gas distribution will get accelerated. Earlier we had to
transport it," Gupta told PTI on the sidelines of the Institute of Internal Auditors India 32nd
AGM.

Asked about a timeline, he said, ""We stand by the minimum work programme under which all
the city gas distribution entities have to work. The work programme is decided by the Petroleum
and Natural Gas Regulatory Board. So, they will be working all in line with that work
programme."

City natural gas distribution is executed by Bengal Gas Company Limited, a joint venture of GAIL
(India) Limited and Greater Calcutta Gas Supply Corporation Limited (GCGSCL, a company of
GoWB), to develop the City Gas Distribution (CGD) network in Kolkata (CGD network in Kolkata
city and parts of adjoining districts of North 24 Parganas, South 24 Parganas, Howrah, Hooghly,
and Nadia).
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The GAIL chairman also expressed confidence that the Kolkata-Haldia pipeline, along with the
stalled Dhamra-Haldia link, would see renewed momentum, with completion targeted by next
year.

Speaking about capex plans, the GAIL chairman said, ""This fiscal, we are expecting to do Rs
10,000 crore. But this trend will increase to about Rs 12,000 crore for the next 2-3 years from
FY'26 onwards due to new projects, as we are expecting new pipelines to be authorised to us."

Gupta projected maintaining a robust growth trajectory for gas transmission, citing an 11 per

cent year-on-year rise in demand driven by industrial shifts to cleaner fuels and expanding city
gas distribution (CGD) networks.

""We expect to maintain this growth trend," Gupta said.

The GAIL chairman also said he does not foresee any immediate softening of gas prices amid the
crude price decline trend. However, he predicted softening prices in the medium term, citing
upcoming LNG projects in the US.

(Only the headline and picture of this report may have been reworked by the Business Standard
staff; the rest of the content is auto-generated from a syndicated feed.)
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